WOMEN'S PROGRAMES CENTER — RAFAH

(A Translation from Arabic)

Leghl Sworn (ransiat
"M ) License No, 18

Women Programs Center in brief

The Center’s vision:

A Qualified Woman means a Capable Child

Center's mission:

The Women’s Program Center in Rafah is seeking to create and portray a better life for women and
children with new dimensions, which will hopefully help create an empowered woman capable of
engaging in the community development process through the goals that have been set forth to be
achieved through various activities and events. Also, the Center is endeavouring to make children
empowered, qualified, and capable of facing the difficult social life conditions we are undergoing.

An outline of the Women's Programs Center- Rafah:

It is a non-profit organization that was established in 1952 by the UNRWA and its old building in A/-
Shaboura suburb was renovated by a financial donation from the Belgian government in 1995. Then,
the Center’s headquarters was moved to Tal AlSultan district in 2008 with the aim of developing its

programs and activities in a way that would maintain its status as a Women's establishment belonging to
the UNRWA.

At the end of 2019, UNRWA canceled its authorization for the Centers to carry out activities on its
behalf. Therefore, the Women’s Programs Center turned to the Ministry of Interior in Ramallah for
obtaining a work licence, and the Center did obtain it in 2021.The Center is being managed by an
administrative body elected by the Center’s General Assembly which oversees the development of plans
and the implementation of projects that have provided job opportunities for numerous volunteers who
frequently partciptate in the Center’s activities and programs in the hope of finding jobs and improving
their tough financial situations. In addition, the Center always seeks to expand its services and provide
them as best as it can, so as to upgrade the status of the Palestinian women and provide them with all the
necessary support to be able to perform the tasks and responsibilities entrusted to them in all walks of
life, noting that all women and children are allowed to participate in-all activities, whether training,
educational or recreational courses, etc.
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Center's Objectives:

WOMEN'S PROGRAMES CENTER - RAFAH

Raising awareness among society people of the effective and creative role of women in the
development process.

Training and rehabilitation of the Palestinian women to raise their social, economic, cultural and
professional standing.

Making women spend their free time constructively by involving them in various programs.
Building women's confidence in public situations and developing their leadership capabilities.
Working to find productive projects that will benefit her and her family.

Strengthening women, developing their administrative skills and working to find job
opportunities for them.

Developing children's abilities and care for them by involving them in the Center's various
activities.

Refining the personality of the Palestinian child by exploring his talents and highlighting them
in activities and programs.

Rehabilitation of some children to participate in local or regional conferences related to
childhood. :

Inclusion of women with disabilities in the activities and services provided by the Center.

Cultural Activities:

As the Center is keen on educating women and raising their awareness, it has implemented several
cultural activities, including:

L

The Artistic Palace of Culture Team:

The Women’s Program Center takes care of a team of young men and women to render artistic
performances of Dabka (traditional dance) and folklore. This team participates in exhibitions,
art parties, and local festivals with the aim of preserving the Palestinian heritage and enhancing
the Palestinian identity.

The Library:

Al-Amal Library was established under the auspices of the UNRWA and by donation from the
Ministry of Culture and the Swedish government in order to contribute to utilizing the leisure
time, encouraging the love of reading, training in intellectual participation, working to enrich
the cognitive aspect, motivating research, learning and interest in, and talking about, everyday
problems.

The Center's Management has always sought, through the library, to encourage the spirit of initiative
and competition among <he target groups through holding cultural competitions, especially with children

who are regular library-goers.
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WOMEN'S PROGRAMES CéNTER - RAFAH

The library has been equipped with many books and various resources, and is supervised by a
specialized and qualified female librarian.

3 .Workshops:

The Center works to execute many specialized workshops through male and female intellectuals
specialized in the fields of economy, psychology, sociology, and even politics, to enable women to build
their confidence, and this is done through coordination with partner institutions that share the Center's
same goal _ empowering women.

4 .Lectures and Seminars:

The Center works on educating women in many health and educational issues, human rights and many
topics of interest to women through educational and awareness-related lectures and seminars that are

- implemented in coordination with Centers and Institutions concerned with the educating of women and
spreading of awareness among them. :

4. Education

a. Provision of educational lessons using “active learning” techniques for children and adolescents alike,
as a part of the Family Center project in partnership with the Maan Development Center.

b. Implementing of outdoor events in local schools to raise awareness and educate the target audiences
in the areas of cyber-bullying, hacking and piracy and ways of averting and detecting them.

Legal Unit:

As there is a need to consolidate Women's activities, a legal unit was established in the Center during
2007 in order to meet the needs of the women sector in legal education. The Legal Unit work has been
focusing on: :

1. Spreading of legal awareness of women's rights and duties, human rights and democracy.
2. Supporting women in claiming their legal and civil rights.
3. Training and rehabilitation of women to upgrade their judicial awareness.

The Legal Unit has the following Departments:

1. Free Legal Consultation Department.
2. Shariah legal Rights Department.
3. Labor-related Rights Department.
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4. Department of Training, Guidance and Awareness.
5. Department of Human Rights Education.

Vocational and Productive Activities:

The Center aims to train and qualify Palestinian women to raise their vocational level through the
vocational training units in the Center, which are as follows:

- Sewing, embroidery and handicraft unit. This section includes 90 “paid” women workers in the
field of embroidery, who were previously trained in this field, and now the said women work as
a beehive in the production of embroidery artifacts, such as dresses and shawls, etc. Then, the
products of those women are to be displayed and exhibited in local and international exhibitions
and forums. ‘

- The Center’s Beauty Department: Women are trained in the art of cosmetics and make-up by a
distinguished woman trainer. There are women who received training and then started their own
hairdressing salons, in addition to the many public awareness workshops that are implemented
in local institutions and Centers to teach women how to care for skin, hair, and use homemade
mixtures to obtain healthy and strong skin and hair.

- The Computer Department: In this department, women are qualified to have a greater
opportunity to work, engage in the local market and participate in the development process of
their own society through training courses in Microsoft programs, Photoshop and computer
maintenance courses, in addition to public awareness workshops that are implemented for
women and adolescences about the optimum use of internet in general life, and raising
awareness of the dangers of cyber-bullying and how to act and confront this bullying, as well as
conducting meetings about the registration mechanism on some websites.

Accordingly, production facilities have been created through which women’s products such as
cheese and dairy products are produced and marketed. The dairy factory was established and

financed by international institutions, then it has been equipped with a cow farm for investment i
in milk production. |

Also, a pastry-making unit was established besides an embroidery and handicrafts production . i
unit, which provide job opportunities for volunteer trainees to help them improve their living
conditions.
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WOMEN'S PROGRAMES CENTER — RAFAH

Sports Activities:

The Center has participated in many sport activities which are held inside and outside the Center,
including: :

- The Women’s Programs Center"in Rafah is currently implementing the annual five-a-side football
tournament for young men and Juniors category, which has been held for five consecutive years in
Ramadan. It is considered the first five-a-side football tournament in the Gaza Strip, in which more than
32 youth teams and 32 Jjunior teams participate, with funding from the Rachel Corrie Foundation for
Justice and Peace,

- Establishing and training basketball and football teams for female adolescents, who have participated
in many local matches in the Gaza Strip.

- The Fitness and Slimming Unit as an urgent need for women it. Supplying some suitable devices for
suitable women training, which were funded and furnished by several donors, such as Mini projects and
UNRWA through the Gender Project. The sports unit also works on deciding on proper diets that help
them lose weight without having any health complications, and allows them to p'ractise some types of

sport such as table tennis and physical exercises.

Also, the Center gives women opportunity to participate in sports activities, events and competitions
through the summer camps for children, adolescents or girls, which are implemented annually by the

Center.

Childhood Activities:

1. Activation Section:
It is a section that has been found in Women’s Programs Center since its inception, based on
our sense of responsibility towards those children, especially in light of the stringent
circumstances which we are undergoing, including poverty, siege, deprivation and the lack of
special recreational places for children that suit their needs and meet their rights.
We, at the Women's Programs Center- Rafah, had our presence and our distinguished role in the
field of children, as we carry out outstanding activities and events that meet the needs of
children and give them the opportunity to develop their talents and skills and contribute to
modifying the negative concepts and at the same time enhancing their positive values.
Therefore, we sh(.)uld work seriously, continuously and effectively to help our children get rid of
the effects of the occupation and strengthen positive values such as cooperation, love, respect

and participation, in cooperation with partner institutions that are interested in working with

children. True translation of the original

|
|

- Stamp of Women's Program Center Association — Rafah. 18 -10- 2022 '

——— NS |

Address: Rafah - Tal Al-Sultan — UNRWA 0ld Clinic. Telefax No. - 082146135 Email: wpctaf @gmail.com-

A bl L DR »L-{-.:“J\-J

. : )




WOMEN's PROGRAMES CENTER - RAFAH

2 Kindergartens:

Al-Noor Model Kindergarten was established at

the Women’s Programs Center -Rafap in 1998 by the
Services Department of UNRAWA-

Gaza under supervision of the administrative body. The
h appropriate furniture and some toys. The female volunteers have

hing aids that are made from eco-friendly materials, The Kindergarten
» €ach of which accommodates 25 children, aged 4 tos5,

World Vision Foundation, through providing it with furniture and children indoor toys. In 2008, when

the Center was moved to Tal Al-Sultan district, Al-Noor Kindergarten "B"

Was established, which now
includes 5 classrooms housing a total number of 1

2-150 boys and girls, aged 4-5.
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